News from CLEO, 31 May 2006
 1. CLEO Electronic Newsletter
This is the first issue of what we hope will become a regular CLEO electronic newsletter. Through it we hope to improve communication with our past students, making CLEO news and developments more accessible to a wider public. Our CLEO website (http://www.cleocork.com) has, hitherto, been underused.
2. CLEO MEd Course, New Cycle
The 3-year CLEO MEd course begins a new cycle in September 2006 when a new group of teachers enrol for this course. The emphasis is on leadership in Christian education and, to date, more than 140 teachers from primary and post-primary schools have graduated from CLEO/ University of Hull with an MEd degree. Some 30 of these graduates have been appointed Principals in primary and second level schools.  
New applications should be sent to The Director, CLEO, Mardyke House, Cork, or e-mailed to jmfeheny@iol.ie 
3. Annual CLEO Reunion and Guest Lecture
The guest lecturer at the annual CLEO reunion on Wednesday 21 June, 7.30 pm, will be Rev Dr Eoin G Cassidy, lecturer in philosophy at Mater Dei Institute and Dublin City University. His topic will be ‘Glimpses of Religion in Contemporary Irish Culture’. This lecture is open to all members of the Presentation Family.   Click here to see photos of the 2005 CLEO reunion.
To facilitate catering, those attending should notify Brother Matthew at 021-4271729 or by e-mail at jmfeheny@iol.ie   
4. CLEO Past Students Association
Some CLEO past students have suggested that we have a formal CLEO Past Students Association a) to keep in touch with past students and b) to help past students in their on-going professional education, especially in the matter of leadership in Catholic schools. The forthcoming annual re-union of CLEO past students (21 June, 2006, 7.30pm) was seen as a suitable time to launch this.
5. Congratulations 
Congratulations to Dr John Desmond and Dr Michael Crowley of CLEO who were both recently awarded a Doctor of Education degree by the University of Hull. John’s thesis was entitled ‘Perceptions of Leadership among Head Teachers of Catholic Second Level Schools in Cork City and East Cork’. Michael’s thesis was entitled, ‘School Leadership: An Examination of the Role of the Irish Primary School Principal in a Period of Change and Rationalisation’.
6. John Hurt Joins CLEO Graduates
MEd Graduates of in Christian Leadership in Education from CLEO (Cork) were chuffed recently to be associated with an international film star who is very popular in Ireland. When a group of MEd graduates from Cork were being photographed at the degree conferring ceremony at the University of Hull they were joined by film star, John Hurt, who had been conferred with an honorary doctorate at the same ceremony. John said that he wished to be photographed with the Cork group because of his great love of Ireland and the many friends and fans he had there. (See photograph of 2006 CLEO graduates.)
7. CLEO Staff Meetings 2006
Following the 2005 General Chapter of the Presentation Brothers (who are Trustees of CLEO), it was decided that all agencies in the Presentation Family involved in Catholic education be made aware of the vision statement issued by the Chapter. This statement read, ‘We will strive to support our school communities to maintain and develop the Presentation tradition of Edmund Rice in education. We will strive to place spirituality and religious education at the centre of school life.
This vision statement has prompted a series of regular meetings for CLEO senior staff during 2006. Arising from these meetings, it was decided a) that these meetings be ongoing b) that a Position Paper be prepared on leadership in Catholic schools in Ireland at present (This was done by Dr FJ Steele and circulated to CORI, Presentation Education Office, Catholic Primary Schools Managers Association etc). c) that a new one-year course in Leadership for Catholic Schools be offered by CLEO (see CCSL below) d) that CLEO research be made available to a wider audience (see CLEO publications below).
8. CLEO CCSL Course
CLEO has obtained approval from the University of Hull for a 1-year postgraduate Certificate in Christian School Leadership (CCSL), designed for practising and aspiring leaders (including Principals and deputies) in Catholic Schools. This course can be either a) stand-alone or b) part of the 3-year part-time MEd programme. It consists of three modules and will be assessed by course-work. It will be offered as from September 2007.
9. CLEO Publications
To date Brother Matthew has published three volumes on the general theme of leadership in Catholic Education. These volumes (available at CLEO) are a) Education and the Family (Veritas, 1995); From Ideal to Action. The Inner Nature of a Catholic School (Veritas, 1998) and Beyond the Race for Points: Aspects of Pastoral Care in a Catholic School Today (Veritas, 1999). CLEO is now planning a new publication which will consist of abstracts of dissertations and theses completed by CLEO students over the past fourteen years. This will bring the dedicated research in Catholic schooling to the attention of a larger audience.
10. CLEO a part of Presentation Family 
CLEO, like SHARE, ERAC, Communio Edmund Rice, Lux Edmundi and other groups, is an integral part of the Presentation Family, which holds an annual conference every year. The most recent was held in the Commons Inn, Cork, on 6 May, 2006.
11. Presentation Link
The main Presentation Family link is:  http://www.presentationbrothers.com. 
